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Honourable Gentlemen, 

\ X T HEN you refle& upon the prefent confufed and diftreff. 

ed ftate of this, and the other colonies, [ am perfua-, 
: ded, that you will think no apology neceffary for the: 
liberty I have taken,’ of addreffing you on that fubjeé&t. The 
unhappy contention we have entered into with our parent ftate, 
would inevitably be attended. with many difagreeable circum- 
flances, . with many and great inconveniences to us, even were 
it conduéed on our part, with propriety and moderation. 
What then muft be the cafe,’ when all proper, and moderate 
meafures are rejected ? When not even the appearance of decency 
is regarded ? When nothing feems to be confulted,’ but how 
to perplex, irritate, and affront, ‘the Britib Minifiry, Parliament,’ 
_ Nation and King ? When every {cheme that tends to peace, is. 
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branded with ignominy; as being the machination of flavery! 
When nothing is called Frezpom but Seprrion! Nothing 
Lizertry but Rezetiion! . 


I will not prefume ‘to encroach fo far upon your time, as to 
attempt to point out the cav/es of our unnatural contention 
with Great-Britain. You are well acquainted with them.— 
Nor will I attempt to trace out the progre/s of that infatuation, 
which hath fo deeply, fo miferably, infected the colonies. You 
muft have obferved its rife, and noted its rapid growth. But 

' Yintreat your patience and candour, while I make fome od/er- 
wations onthe conduct of the colonies in general, and of this 
colony in particular, in the prefent difpute with our mother 
country: By which it will appear, that mo/f, if not a// the mea- 
fures that have been adopted, have been illegal in their b:gin- 
ning, tyrannical in their operation,---and that they mu/? be inef- 
Settual im the event. 


It is the happinefs of the Briti Government, and of all the 
Britifo Colonies, that the people have a right to fhare in the le- 
giflature, This right they exercife by choofing reprefentatives ; 
and thereby conftituting one branch of the legiilative authority. 
But when they have chofen their reprefentatives, that right, 
which was before diffufed through the whole people, centers in 
their. reprefentatives alone; and can legally be exercifed by none 
but them. They become the guardians of the lives, the liberties, 
the rights and properties, of the people: and as they are under 
the moft facred obligations to difcharge their tru& with prudence 
and fidelity, fo the people are under the ftrongeft obligations 
to. treat them with honour and refpect ; and to look to them 
for redrefs of all thofe grievances that they can juftly com- 
plain of, 


But in the prefent difpute with Great Britain, the reprefenta- 
tives of the people have not only been utterly difregarded, but their 
dignity has been trampled upon, and their authority contravened. 


-. A Commirtrer, chofen in a tumultuous, illegal manner, 
ufurped the moft de/potic authority over the Province. They en- 


tered into contracts, compacts, combinations, treaties of alli- 


ance, 


- 
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ance, with the other colonies, without azy power from the /e- 
giflature of the province. They agreed with the other Colonies 
to fend Delegates to meet in convention at Philadelphia, -to de- 
termine upon the rights and liberties of the good people of this pro- 
wince, unfupported by any Law. ‘They iffued notifications to 
the feveral fupervifors through the colony, defiring them to 
affemble the people, in order to-choofe committees, to choofe De- 
legates to reprefent them in the Congrefs. They directed, or 
encouraged, or abetted a mob, in perpetrating a crime, which 
the laws of the province forbid, under the fevereft penalty, viz: 
the robbing Captain Etherington, an Officer in his Majefty’s 
fervice, of a number of /reep, which he had purchafed, to carry 
with him to St. Vincent’s. They had the i/olence to dire&t the 
manner in which the Delegates fhould be chofen in the counties : 
And the greater infolence, to count all the friends to order and 
good government, —thofe namely, who did not choofe to obey their 
feditious mandate,—as being of their party, and as acquiefcing 
in the New-York choice. 


~ 


When the Delegates had met at Philadelphia, inflead of {et- 
tling a reafonable plan of accommodation with the parent coun- 
try, they employed themfelves in cenfuring aéts of the Britifh 
parliament, which were principally intended to prevent /muge 
gling, and all illicit trade;—in writing addreffes to the people 
of Great-Britain, to the inhabitants of the colonies in general, 
and to thofe of the nd of Quebec, in particular; with the 
evident defign of making them diffatisfied vith their prefent go- 
wernment ; and of exciting clamours, and railing /editions and 
rebellions againft the fate ;—and in exercifing a legiflative au- 
thority over, all the colonies. ‘They had the infolence to proclaim 
themfelves ‘‘ A FULL AND FREE REPRESENTATION Of”--—~ 
“ ays MayesTy’s FAITHFUL ‘SUBJECTS IN ALL THE CO- 
«© ponies FROM-Noya-Scotia To Gzorcia;” and, as fuch, 
have laid a fax on all thofe colonies, viz. the profits arifing 
from the /ales of all goods imported from Great-Britain; freland, 
&c, during the months of December and. January: Which tax 
is to be employed for the relief of the Buffon poor, They 
adopted a mad fet of refolves, framed by an arch rebel, who hath 
fince fled his country, for fear of being apprehended, and impofed 
afterwards upon the deluded people of the county of Suffolk in 
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay ; approving their wifdom and _ 
fortitude, and recommending ‘* a perfeverance in the fame. firn 
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*‘and temperate conduct, as expreffed in the” faid refolves,---. 
notwithftanding thofe refolves entirely unhinged the czwi/ £0- 
vernment of that province, fomented a /pirit of diffatisfadtion te 
Great-Britain, and of rebellion againft the fate; -and’ declared 
that the people of that county would not aét always on the de- 
fenfrve, againit the King’s troops. — : ete 


I muft beg leave to enumerate a few of the ¢ffe/s of the meafures 
of the Congrefs. —The government of Rhode-I/land have difman- 
tled the fort in their harbour, and carried off the cannon, in order 
to employ them againft bis Majefy’s forces. The inhabitants of 
New-Hamp/bire have, under the command of Major SuLiivan, 
one of the Delegates, attacked, and by force of arms taken a 
ForT at Port/mouth, belonging to his Majefty, and carried off 
all the:powder and fall arms found in it. The people of. 
Maryland have had a provincial Congre/s who have affeffed that 
colony in the fym of £. 10,000, to be expended in arming and 
difciplining the inhabitants, to fight againft the King. The 
people in New-England are raifing, arming and difciplining men, 
for the fame Joyal and chriffian purpofe. The people of New- 
York have, ‘in obedience to the Congrefs, chofen a new Com- 
mittee, confifting of no lefs than sixty perfons ; to att, frit, 
in the capacity of tax-gatherers, to collect the duties impofed 
by the Coxgre/s for the benefit of the Boffon poor, by diftre/i and. 
fale of the goods imported during the laft and the prefent month; 
and fecondly, as /pies and informers ; to fee that the non-im- 
portation, non-confumption, and non-exportation -fchemes, 
decreed by the Congre/s, “be carried ‘into due execution, — 


By the firft of thefe fchemes, we are in danger of being de- 
prived of many of the comforts, and of /ome of the neceffaries of 
life. We lie at the mercy of the merchants, who may ftrip us 
of every farthing, by demanding what they fhall think only a 
reafonable profit on their goods. By the fecond, our very mode 
of living is made fubjeé to their infpection ; ‘arid we {hall pro- 
bably foon fee thefe lordly Committee-men ¢ondefcend to go 
pimping» and peeping, and peering, into tea-canifters and mos 
laffes jugs. By the third fcheme, an embargo is to take place, 
after the tenth of September next,~on all she farmers produce of 
EVERY kinp. $o that fhould their whole plan be carried, 

5 Tally into execution, the laborious, neceflary and numerous body 
- of FARMERS would foon be reduced to diftrefs. and begeary. 
ee i adele ee re se as . 
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"he ftate to which the GRAND ConGRESS, and the /ubordi- 
wate Committees, have reduced the colonies, is really deplorable. 
They have introduced a /y/fem of the moft opprefiive tyranny that _ 
can pofibly be imagined ;—a tyranay, not only over the aions, 
but over the words, thoughts, and qwills, of the good people of 
this province: People have been threatned with the wengeance 
af a mob, for {peaking in fupport of order and good government, 
Every method has been ufed to intimidate the printers from 
publifhing any thing, which tended to peace, or feem’d in 
favour of government; while the mot dete/fable libels againft the 
King, the }Britifh parliament, and Minifiry, have been eagerly 
tread, and extravagantly commended, as the matchle/s produdtionso& 
fome heaven-born genius, glowing with the pure flame of civil liberty. 
They not only oblige people to pay the tax affeffed. on. their 
goods for the benefit of the Bofton poor, but they alfo oblige 
them to fay, that they are willing to do it ; when it is notoriqus,_ 
that many, if not moft of them, would refufe if they dared. 


Behold, Gentlemen, behold the wretched ftate to’ which we" 
are reduced! A foreign power is brought in to govern. this prom 
vince. Laws made at Philadelphia, by faftious men from News. 
England, New-Ferfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and the. 
Carolinas, are impofed upon us by the mott imperious menaces, 
Money is levied upon us without the con/ext. of our reprefentas 
tives > which.very.mongy, under colour of relieving the poor 
people of Bofton, it is too probable will be employed to rave 
an army againft the King. Mobs and riots are encouraged, in or- 
der to force fubmiffion to.the syranny of the Congre/s. Avvery re=. 
pefable gentleman, who ferves his King in an honourable em- 
ployment, has been threatened with assassinaTion, by the 
Sons or Lipertys only for—doing bis duty ;—for fecuring a. 
number of mutkets, i//egally imported, and which were intended 
to arm the people of New England againk their laud Sovereign, 


To you, Gentlemen, the good people of this province look 
for relief: on you they have fixed their Jopes: from you they 
expect deliverance from #his intolerable fate of flavery. They 
have chofén you tobe the guardians of their rights and liber- 
ties, You have hitherto executedthe important truft commit- 


ted to you, with fuch fidelity and prudence, as entitle you, to,” soe = 


their moft grateful acknowledgmepts, and encourage them to@e-. 
pend 
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pend wpon you with the wtmof confidence. They know well that » 


all the zafdous arts that evil-minded and defgning men can pof- 
fibly make ufe of,. will be employed, to lead you away from 
that reitude of condué?, which hath hitherto marked a// your 
aGious ; and they anxioufly wait the ifie of your deliberations. If 


you afert your aun dignity—If you maintain your own rights” 


and privileges, we fhall again be a free and appy, and, I truft; 
not an ungrateful people: tae if you proftitute the dignity of your 
Hou/e ;—if you betray the rights of your conftituents, by .con- 
. firming the decrees of the Congrefs ;—-you will thereby 
introduce a foreign power to govern and tax this province, 
and awe fhall be, of all men,, the moft wretched.---- 
If laws made, and decrees paffed, at , Philadelphia, by the 
euthufiaftic republicans of New-England and Virginia, are 
to bind the people of this province, . and extort money from 
them, why, Gentlemen, do you meet? Is it barely to re- 
giffer their edits, and to river the fetters of their zyranuzy on your 
conftituents? Your conftituents, ‘in zhat cafe, would be better 
without you. You would be an ufelefs burthen upon them: worfe 
than ufelefs ;“% fnare and a trap to them. Your duty requires 
you to znterpofe your authority, and to break up this horrid com- 
bination of Jeditious men, which has already enflaved this pro- 
“vince; and whi h was .intended to draw the faithful fubjecis of 
. Our m0ff gracious Sovereign intO REBELLION and a CIVIL WAR. 
The Coneress addrefs themfelves to the people of this pro- 
vince, ‘among others, in the following words :-‘* We think our- 
s< felves bound in duty to obferve to you, that the {chemes agi- 
*¢ tated againft the colonies have been fo conduéted, as to ren- 
“« der it prudent, that you fhould extend your views to mournful 
“© events, and be in a// refpeéts prepared for every contingency.” 
They had war in their Learts when this fentiment was concerved, 
- and rebellion ditated the exprefion. 


What, I befeech you, will be the confequence of purfuing 
the mode of condu&, which sAey have delineated? It will pro- 
cure the redrefs of no one grievance we complain of. It will not 
zntimidate the people of Great-Britain. We fee no appearance 
of fear en their.part; but every circamftance thews a fettled defign 
to affert the fupremacy and vindicate the authority of the em- 
pire. The meafures of the Congrefs will irritate them, but 
wemever can csxciliate their affections, Should they in fome degree 
, diftfefs their trade and manufactures, they will diftrefs zs much 
perces : more 
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more feverély. The {ghemes of the Congrefs will, from their - 
very nature, operate but flowly againft the government and peo- 
“ple of Great-Britain ; and before they can produce their full 
effect, the prefent contention will probably be fertled. ‘The very 
next fummer will finifh the difpute, either peaceably, or by force 
of arms. Should we oblige them to recur to this latter mode 
of acting, the Parliament will probably make a conftitution for us, 
without confulting our inclinations ; and force us to accept it, 
at the mouths of their cannon. Is it not better to make fome 
reafonadle propofals, to take fome prudent ftep towards an accommo- 
dation, befoie matters come to this dreadful extremity ? Suppofe- 
you do not; but adopt the mad. meafures of the Congre/s; or ‘ 


'  faffer them to proceed, and bring their delirious machinations to eas 


efe#: The confequence will be, that you will eftablith the 
moft ignominious, and abominable tyranny over your con/lituents, 
and over your/elves, that ever was invented. ‘They have already 
_ made, and are now, by means of the New-York Committee of 
Sixty, Gxecuting laws which contravene your authority. They: are 
levying money on your conftituents, without your confent. They 
have impudenily encroached on the PriviLEGES OF YOUR 
House, by diétating to your Agent, Enmunp Burke, Ef; 
how he fhall act in this difpute, without ever a/king jour advice, 
or waiting for your opinion}. ‘Their abettors and /upporters are 
frequently infinwating the incapacity and inability of the Honcura- 
ble Houfe of Affembly, todo any thing of real con/equence towards 
feitling this unnatural contention. : Se 


Now, if they treat the Reprefentatives of the province in this 
difrefpeétful manner, what are the people to expect? We fhall 
not dare to eat, or drink, or fleep, or aét, or fpeak,. or think, 
but in the precife mode which they4hall dire&t. They have 
already regulated our trade and commerce, ovr manner of living, 
and our diverfions; and, if their Vinprcaror is to be cre- 
dited, the wext Congrefs is to regulate our courts of juftice.——= 
Then will their tyranny be eftablifhed ; a tyranny of the mof 
dreadful kind ;—which makes laws and execufes them without 
eheck or controul, Then will our happy conttitution be deftroyed, 
and aRepustic beraifed on its ruins. Then will You, Gen- 
tlemen, become an ufelefs body; and it will be a matter of no_ 
confequence whether you ever meet again, or not. 


. 


+ See their Letter to the Agents of the feveral Colonies, But 
be remarked, That the General Strifures on the Congrefs, are fa 
Tevell’d againft the Delegates from New-York; whole pacific d 
wife endeavours to accommodate, tho’ unfuccefsful, ought not to t 
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‘There is one confideration which; in particular, F muft men- 
tion A which, I think, ought to have great weight with cA 
and with every perfon. The people in New-England have 
wrefted the command of the MiLiT1A 3 
they are diligently training, and forming for adion.. Whatever 
may be their offen/ib/e reafon, the real one undoubtedly is, to oppofe 
_ the King’s troops, and to f upport a rebellion againk their Sovereign. 
The people of Maryland, and of the Lower Counties on Dela- 


ware, are. following their example. The Pennfjlvanians. are_ 


calling together a Prowincial Congre/:, to meet the 23d inftant, 
They have taken this. ftep even while their Afembly is fittings 
But I wonder not at this; That Affembly, by approving, and, 
as far as their power extends, confirming the meafures of the 
Granp Concress, have profiituted their own dignity, and, 
betrayed the rights of their conftituents; and unlef{s fome Superior 
Power interpofes, they will thortly find themfelves ab/olutely cone 
trolled by thefe grand Continental, and petty Provincial Con~ 
‘GRESSES. eee 
sd 


_ The defign of the proje4ors of this provincial congrefs in, 
Pennfylvania, is undoubtedly to concert a plan for embodying 
a militia, to att in concert with the New-Englanders, Mary- 
landers, &c. Takecare, Gentlemen, that this procedure does 
not {pyead, and infect bis province by the centagion of its ex- 
ample! [ cannot conceive a worfe itate of thraldom, than a 
military power in any government, unchecked, and uncontroll- 
able by the civil power. And this mutt be the cafe, with refpect 
to a militia ypon fuch an eftablifhment as that of Maryland and: 
New England. ‘The laws of the congrefs, not the laws of the. 
Province, will be the rule of its conduct. Enthu§aftic dele- 
gates, and brain-fick committee-men, will be its commanders 3. 
and the friends of order and good government, thedevoted vic- 


ee tims of its power. 


We have been taught to confider the colonies, as. being of 
the utmoft confequence to Great-Britain. We have been told: 
that her very exiffence, as a fovereipn fate, depends upon. 
them. Let us fuppofe this to be true, Let us alfo fuppofe. 
that Great-Britain views the colonies in the fame light that we 
confequence. will be, that the will exert her utmof abi 
them. under her dominion. She will fend every. 
yery fhip that fhe can pare, rather than fuffer them, 


rom their Governors, which 


[a] 


: to be torn from her. A confiderable army of ‘Britith troops is 
already in America. All accounts from England agree in af- 
firming that a larger body will be fent hither carly in the fpring. 


Suppofe our oppofition to the Britith government fhould 
bring on a war, and that the power of Great-Britain, as is moft 
probable, thould prevail ; will the immediately recall her troops? 

ill the fabject ‘herfelf to the expence of tranfporting another 
army to America, afew years hence? Will fhe not think it more 
prudent to keepa confiderable military farce in this country, to 
fapport the civil power, and to prevent the American republicans 
from throwing all into confufien again, that they may accom- 
blith their rebellious purpofes? Pai ins ee aR 


Suppofe 20,900 men fhould be fixed upon an American efta- 
blithment; who is to cloathe, feed and pay them? Great-Bri- 
tain or the Colonies? By driving matters to extremity, we fhall 
oblige Great-Britain to do the very thing thigt we are endea- 
vouring, at leaft are pretending to endeavour, by our mad 
{chemé3, to grevent. “We fhall oblige her to raife a revenue 
upon usto fupport an army, to retain us in our dependance on, 
her imperial authority. eo eRe Se ae ; 


If the other colonies run madly into fuch meafures as muft’ 
bring ruin upon them, are «ve obliged to imitate and follow 
them? If the people of New England will kindle a fire, and 
then rufh into it, have we no way to thew our regard and affec- 
tion for them, but to jump in after them? Let us rather keep’ 
out, that we may have it in our power to pull zhem out, before* 
they are burnt to death. A little fcorching J believe will not 
hurt them. It may do them good: it may make them dread ss 
‘the fire hereafter; for, like-children, they feem incapable of 
learning from amy experience but their owt, = tg 


We, Gentlemen, have no alternative left, but either to join 
the other colonies in a qwar againft Great-Britain, or te make 
the beft terms that we can, for ourfelves, The former may have 
the moft old Oliverian glory in it, but the J/atter 1s certainly 
the moft prudent courfe, It will fave this srovinee, an 
bably the whole continent, from de/elation and deltrudtion. 
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~~ On you, Gentlemen, it depends, nnder the good providence 
of Almighty God, whether this war meditated: oy the Congrefs, 
fhall bleze out in America, or not. 4// the Celonies in Neaw= 
England, and jome to the jouthward, have run head-long, under 
the influence of the Congres, into fuch meafures, as evidently 
tend to a war againft our mother-country, and our gracious So- 
wereign. his province, as yet, hath taken no decifive flep. You 
have it in your power to eftabiith it in peace.and felicity ; te 


’ 


~fecure it by a firm conftitution ; to make it the mediatrix with - 


1 Great-Britain, for all the other Colonies, and to prevent the 
} rage of flaughter, and the effufion of human blood. 


~ A& now, I befeech you, as you ever have done, as the faithful 
reprefentatives of the people ; ag the real guardians of their 
Rights and Liberries. Give them deliverance from the tyranfy 


= Fs ‘A 
+ of the Coxgre/s and, Committees : Secure them againil the hor- 


rid carnage of a civil war : And endeavour to obtain for them 


? @ FREE AND PLMMANENT CONSTITUTION. 
‘ bd 
Bice . 
aR 
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‘You know whether, ard how far, the people of this province 
are aggrieved by any acts of the Britifh Parliament ; and we 
look to, you to procure us /uch relief as you fhall think effectual. 
We know of no reprefentatives but you, whom we have legally 
chofen. On’ your wifdom and integrity we can rely. We have 


long known, and often tried you.» From You-alone we expect . 


‘the means of redeffing our grievances, and of guarding our hap- 
py form of goverament, againft all. oppreffon from without, and 
all wiolence and infidious innovations from «within. From you, 
We expect fome. plan of accommodating our unhappy difputes 
__ with our mother country, and of preventing a renewal of them, 
by obtaining fuch a line of government as {hall eftablith the /o- 
% reign authority of Great-Britain over all the Britifh domini- 
ons, and at the fame time fecure the. rights and liberties ‘of the 

E Colenifis: And your prudence and abilities we know are equal 
Ea = 18 the tafe. : otek 
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_Beaffured, Gentlemen, that avery great majority of your con- 
flituents difapprove of the late violent proceeeings, and will fup- 
Port you in the purfuit of more moderate mea/fures, as foon as You 
ivered Vhem from the tyranny of Committees, from the 


iolence, and. the dread of mobs. Recur boldly a > 
* : , 
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> Fhe following Pamphlets, relating to the prefeat Contreverfy betaween 
rf " Great-Britain, azd the Colonies, are to be had of 

2 JAMES RIVINGTON, ~ 

Who, upon application to him, by Letters, Poft paid, will immes 

{ diately fend orders completely executed to any part of America, 

“and the Wett-Indies. 


~ er 


_ Free Thoughts on the Proceedings of the 
_ - ‘Continental Congrefs, 
Held at Philadelphia, Sept. 5, 1774. 
_. WHEREIN their Errors aré exhibited, their Reafonings con- 
fated; and the fatal Tendency of their Non-Importation, Non- 
Exportation, and Non-Confamption Meafires, are laid open to’ 
the plaineft Underftandings: arid the only Means pointed out for 
preferving and feeuring our prefent happy Conftitution. 
By thé Farmer, A. W. 


2 A full Vindj@ation of the Meafures of the 
Continental Congrefs: , 
Se he INA Wew TIO ee 

Freé Thoughts on thé Proceedings of the faid Congreéfs : 
Jn which his Sophiftry is expofed, his Cavils confuted, his 

Artifices detected, and his Wit ridiculed, 
In a General Addrefs 
To the Inhabitants of America,’ 


3 The Congrefs Canvaffed : 
——, OR, ie ee 
_ An Examination into the Conduét of the Delegates, 
By At the Grand Continental Congrefs, 
_  Addreffed to the Merchants of New-York. 
<a . By the Farmer, A. W. ; ; 
A Friendly Addrefs to all Reafonable Americans,’ 
= On the Subject of Our Political Confufions. 
_ § The Other Side of thé Quettion : 
Or, A Defence of the Libérties of North-America. s 
nfwer to a late Friendly Addrefs to all Reafonable Ame- 
the Subje& of Our Political Confufions. 
ictures on A Painphler, entitled, i 
ddrefs to all Reafonable Americans, on the 
_ Confufions.” Suppofed to be Written’ 


- & reas a 


9 COnfi defations on thé Nature and th 
_ the Legiflative Authority of the Bitih F 


8 Thé Caufes of the prefent Difiraétions i in Bieics 
explained. 


9 Short Advice to the Counties of New ort. 
By a COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 


10 Dr. Prieftley’s Addrefs on Public Liberty in 
General, and American Affairs in Particular. 


11 The Poor Man’s Advice to his Poor Neighbours; 
On the Publication of the Proceedings of the Congrefs, 


A Ballad, to the Tune of Chevy-Chace. 


ae) 


12 A Dialogue between 2 Southern Délegate’ and his 
Spoufe, on his Return from : = 
The GRAND: CONTINENTAL CONGRESS: a 
Suit ‘to the. married Ladies. of Ameritas 


#4 In BoP rels, and Spocdily will be Bpbliflied, 
, What think ye of ghe SONGRE Now? eee 


‘An Enquiry how far che = aetna ate bound te 
abide by, and execute ‘the decifions ef the late 
Congrefs, ; 


Ke Large allowance will be made to thé Purchafers by the Be 
revs, of she above articles, to give away. 


